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Palestinian History Tapestry Project  

Fifth Annual Report  

14.00 Sunday 1 October 2017    

Greetings 

Welcome once again to the fifth Palestinian History Tapestry Project Annual 

General Meeting.  The PHT organisers would like to thank you for your 

continued support and interest in the Project.  Knowing that you are ready 

in the wings to assist the Project if and when needed provides us with a 

great source of strength and confidence.  

 

This year has been as productive as previous years.  We have 52 completed 

spacers and panels and 13 in progress.  Stitching is happening in Gaza, the 

Naqab, Ramallah, Lebanon, and Jordan, and we have raised funding to 

support this work. 

 

UK PHT Committee  

There have been a few committee membership changes and updates.  

 

Selma Harb and Elizabeth Taylor had originally been proposed, seconded 

and appointed as committee members on 20 January 2012. However, their 

attendance at committee meetings had lapsed, though they were regularly 

involved as active advisors. At the AGM in 2016 they both accepted an 

invitation to resume active committee membership and their re-election 

was proposed, seconded and approved.  The committee later voted to add 

Doa’a Hammoudeh, a Palestinian from Lifta and Ramallah, and she joined 

the team on 24 March 2017.  

 

Judith English, in addition to her role as treasurer, has chaired committee 

meetings.  Jan Chalmers has acted as secretary/administrator and Elizabeth 

Taylor was appointed as a bank signatory and an ‘Authorised Person’ for 

PHT charity registration. Selma Harb is acting as coordinator of the 

Palestinian Subcommittee. 
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On 7 January 2017, Helen Hawari, resigned as a PHT Project committee 

member and on 23 April 2017 Mahmoud Hawari, resigned as PHT Project 

history advisor.  We thank them both for their valuable contributions over 

the previous 4 years. 

 

The PHT Sub-Committee for Image selection 

A sub-committee with Palestinian membership has been formed to identify 

images for stitch from 1917 onwards.  The 17 sub-committee members are 

residents of Gaza, the Naqab, the occupied West Bank, Lebanon, Jordan, 

and the UK.  The subcommittee’s decision-making is being coordinated by 

Selma Harb.   

 

Fundraising and Publicity 

Throughout the year we have continued to hold sales of Palestinian 

embroidery and artefacts, which has brought in modest funding.   

The Christmas sale 3 December at the Town Hall was not as well attended 

in general, as in previous years.  A craft sale event in Kennington on 26 

November was also poorly attended but sales were made at both events.  

Again this year in May, an invitation to have a window display of embroidery 

in “The Village Shop” in Stanton St John, was accepted and sales were 

made.  A sale was held on 17 June at the Wolvercote summer event, “Fun 

on the Green”. 

 

In February, Peter Rhoades, a well-known Oxford artist who teaches art at 

Christchurch College, donated to the Project four black and white sketches 

of war-torn Gaza.  The sketches were donated to assess whether they could 

be reproduced in stitch, or auctioned at a fundraising event.  Peter has held 

exhibitions of his work depicting the Israeli assault, “Operation Cast Lead”, 

on Gaza in 2008-9. His drawings are a testament to the ongoing 

deprivations and suffering of the Palestinian people. 
 

Limited edition prints of selected panels remain available for sale. We have 

financially broken even by recovering the initial expenditure for 50 prints.  
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A PHT electronic newsletter has been introduced and will be published bi- 

annually to donors and supporters.  

 

PayPal on line 

PayPal, which does business in 203 countries around the world, is the 

default method of online payment for millions.  However, we are led to 

believe, Palestinians in Gaza and the occupied West Bank are denied this 

facility by the company.  As a response to this discrimination we have 

closed the PayPal account linked to the website.  PayPal has been advised 

of the reason we have closed our account. We have not-yet decided if we 

need a replacement for PayPal but may seek a Palestinian friendly 

company, if necessary. 

 

Field Visits 

In March, Jan Chalmers was due to visit the Gaza Strip with her husband 

Iain.  Due to an arm injury she was unable to travel.  Iain did a heroic job in 

her place by giving the Project talk six times: three times in Gaza, twice in 

the Naqab and once in Ramallah.  In the Naqab he enthused a group of 

school children to consider making a tapestry of Bedouin life and history. 

Committee member Do’aa Hammoudeh, has returned home to Ramallah 

for the summer and will link and work with the Al Amari Group. 
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